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   A newly formed group, The Rising Sun 

Philomathic Society, met Wednesday, 

May 14th at Lane Museum with 10 mem-

bers and 5 spouses present for a Territo-

rial dinner and a discussion of the Kan-

sas-Nebraska Act.  The dinner featured 

foods that settlers in territorial Kansas 

would have eaten. The group enjoyed 

dinning on Chicken and Dumplings, 

cooked cabbage, pork, canned oysters, 

cornbread, biscuits, collard greens, 

sweet potatoes, fried pumpkin, apple-

sauce, and spice cake and cherry pie for 

dessert. After dinner the group discussed 

the Kansas- Nebraska Act.   

    So what is a Philomath and why have 

S O M E  C O M I N G  

S H O W S  

May 27  3:00 p.m. Allways 

Motorcoach Tour operations 

from North Carolina will be 

stopping by historic Lecomp-

ton for a performance and 

museum tours.   +/- 30 adults  

June 28   2:00p.m.  Our 

annual performance of 

òBleeding Kansasó on Le-

comptonõs Territorial Day.  

This is our big show  at Lane 

Museum which brings some of 

our seldom seen actors out of 

semi-retirement. 

July 16 and July 30  12:15 

p.m.    Bleeding Kansas    

Each show 50 national work-

shop educators UMKC 

July 25   9:15 a.m.  First 

Baptist Church, 3303 SW Mac 

Vicar, Topeka.  A large group 

with Shepherds Center. 

August 27  8:30 am  Bleeding 

Kansas   For Civil War Trails, 

national motor coach tour. 

September 20  1 p.m.  John 

Brown Cabin site at Osawato-

mie.   This is the annual 

Freedom Festival which 
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At the Request  

Of My President 
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A Treasure Chest 5 

Jim Laneõs Speeches 6 
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they formed a society you ask?  According to 

Wikpedia, the on-line encyclopedia, (http://

en.wikipedia.org), A philomath is defined as a 

lover of learning, from Greek philos 

(òbeloved,ó òloving,ó as in philanthropy or 

philosophy) + Greek manthanein, math- (òto 

learn,ó as in polymath).  òPhilomathó is not 

synonymous with òpolymath.ó  A philomath is 

a seeker of knowledge and facts, while a po-

lymath is a possessor of knowledge in multi-

ple fields.  In 1857 a Topeka based organiza-

tion know as the Philomathic Literary Society 

met weekly to read aloud essays and poems.  

The club included male and female mem-

bers.  To read some of their work, which was 
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published in the Prairie Star, go to 

www.territorialkansasonline.org, and 

type in philomathic society.  

   The Rising Sun Philomanthic Society 

has been formed in order to seek 

knowledge and facts pertaining to the 

Kansas Territorial period.  The name 

Rising Sun comes from a town that 

was located on the north bank of the 

Kansas River in Jefferson County. It 

was founded in 1857 near a ferry land-

ing just across the river from Lecomp-

ton.  The Lecompton National Democ-

rat wrote this about the town of Rising 

Sun on January 7, 1858:  

    òSituatedéon the bank of the river 

in theévalley of rich and beautiful tim-

bered land know as the Kaw Valley 

through which the Missouri Pacific R.R. 

is destined to run, it mustébecome a 

place of importanceé 

     There is now a successful operation 

in Rising Sun, two steam sawmills, 

which saw from 3,000 to 4,000 feet of 

lumber every day.  A church is being 

built which will be completed before 

SpringéA schoolhouse has also been 

erected in which a competent teacher 

is now engaged.  Two public buildings 

will also be erected in a short time.ó 

   Rising Sun was one of Lecomptonõs 

òsatelliteó communities.  While many 

residents of Rising Sun crossed the 

river to work in Lecompton, the citizens 

of Lecompton crossed the river for en-

tertainment.  Whiskey, gambling and 

prostitutes were available in Rising 

Sun and because of this the town de-

veloped a bad image.  When the popu-

lation and power of Lecompton began 

to decline in 1861 so too did the Ris-

ing Sun settlement.  Then in 1865 

when the Kansas Pacific Railroad 

came through the area, it missed the 

town, which aided to its further de-

cline.  Eventually all the buildings in 

Rising Sun were torn down or moved 

away.   

(Continued from page 1)       The Rising Sun Philomathic Society 

would like to extend an invitation to 

anyone who is interested in Kansas 

Territorial history to join us at our next 

meeting, June 11th at 7:00 p.m. at 

Lane Museum.  The topic for this meet-

ing will be: òWhat brought people to 

Kansas Territory?ó  The group is en-

couraged to research and read what-

ever books or information that is of 

interest to them on this topic.  We will 

then discuss our findings at the meet-

ing.  Bring a snack to share with the 

group if you like, tea and coffee will be 

provided.   

[Editorõs Note:  Lesa Brose is the Presi-

dent of the Rising Sun Philomathic 

Society.  It takes a big dictionary to find 

the term òphilomathic.ó  This is such 

an unusual term that it needs to be 

handled carefully.  Mrs. Byrneõs Dic-

tionary of Unusual, Obscure, and Pre-

posterous Words [ISBN 0-8065-0498-

6] by Josefa Heifetz Byrne illustrates 

this point.  That dictionary defines a 

philomath as a scholar, a philonoist as 

a searcher for knowledge, and phile-

matology as the study of kissing.  Lest 

you be scared away let me assure you 

that no such hanky-panky goes on at 

our meetings, even when Jim Lane is 

present.   J.H.D.] 
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